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increases unrelated to any fundamental educational improvement; students may be

placed at increased risk of educational failure and dropping out; teachers may be
blamed or punished for inequitable resources over which they have no control;
and curriculum and instruction may be severely distorted if high test scores per
se, rather than learning, become the overriding goal of classroom instruction,---
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. REFORM NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND
Barack Obama and Joe Biden believe that the overall goal of the No Child Left

Behind Act (NCLB) is the right one—ensuring that all children can meet high
standards . but the law has significant flaws that need to be addressed, They

believe it was wrong to force teachers, principals and schools to accomplish the
goals of No Child Left Behind without the necessary resources, We have failed to
provide high—quality teachers in every classroom and failed to support and pay for
those teachers, Barack Obama and Joe Biden understands that NCLB has
demoralized our educators, broken its promise to our children and must be

changed in a fundamental way.

Almprove Assessments | Barack Obama and Joe Biden believes we should not be

forced to spend the academic year preparing students to fill in bubbles on

standardized tests, They will improve the assessments used to track student

progress, They will work to create assessment models that provide educators
and students with timely feedback about how to improve student learning, that
measure

readiness for college and success in an information—age workplace; and that
indicate whether individual students are making progress toward reaching high
standards. This will include funds for

states to implement a broader range of assessmenis that can evaluate
higher—order skills, including students' abilities to use technology, conduct
research, engage in scientific investigation, solve problems, present and defend
their ideas, These assessments will provide immediate feedback so that teachers
can begin improving student learning right away,

Almprove Accountability System: Barack Obama and Joe Biden believe we need
an accountability system that supports schools to improve, rather than focuses on
punishments, They also believe schools should assess all of our children
appropriately—including English language Ilearners and special needs students,
Such a system should evaluate continuous progress for students and schools all
along the learning continuum and should consider measures beyond reading and
math tests, It should also create incentives to keep students in school through
graduation, rather than pushing them out to make scores look better,
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