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‘X2t Speech at the 2015 Korea Business and Human Rights Forum

.1l The development of a NAP—BHR in Denmark

I Ms. Lea Stubbe Teglbjaerg (355t HIOFFCHARR LSA{7|EY

1. Introduction

Thank you for the invitation, T am both happy and proud to be here today. Happy
because I see great value in the National Human Rights Commission of Korea focusing
on business and human rights. This is an important area where Korea can take on a
leading role in the region.

There are lots of places to get inspiration and lots of tools available to those who want
to make a difference, The endorsement of the United Nations Guiding Principles for
Business and Human Rights in 2011 was a major achievement, For the first time in
history, we have a global standard for preventing and addressing adverse impacts on
human rights linked to business activities, Governments, businesses, NGO's, We can all
benefit.

I am also proud. Proud of our long tradition in Denmark of supporting and
addressing human rights. Changing governments have had the ambition for many years
of Denmark being a global front-runner in the human rights field, Business and human
rights is not a new theme, What is new is that we — with the UN guiding principles —
now have a backdrop we can use when discussing human rights with our partners. As

we do today, We can learn from each other, I look forward to our discussions,
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2. The Danish National Action Plan - Implementation of the UN
Guiding Principles on Business and Human Rights

2a. Background

In March 2014, the Danish Government published The Danish National Action Plan
on the implementation of the UN Guiding principles on business and human rights,
The Action Plan provides an overview of initiatives that support the increasing focus on
human rights in the business community,

Morally, the reason for doing this was obvious. Those of us who are lucky to grow up
in a democratic society — with fundamental respect for human rights — have a political
and human duty to try to make a difference. Not just to improve human rights
conditions in our own country, but also around the world., We all want to make good
use of the opportunities of the globalization. But we have to be open and honest about
its disadvantages and address human rights issues when they occur,

The Action Plan was a response to the call made by the European Council and the
European Commission to member states of the European Union to develop National
Action Plans in compliance with the UN guiding principles,

Moreover, it was drafted after recommendation from the Danish Council on
Corporate Social Responsibility. The council is an important part of the Danish set-up.
It was established in 2009 and has representation from trade organizations, trade
unions, municipalities, NGOs and other parts of civil society. It serves an important role
as it aids, supports and informs the Danish government, An example could be to advise
the Ministry of Business and Growth on how it should approach companies that
produces cluster bombs, Should it for example be prohibited to invest in companies
that produce cluster bombs? This is an ethical question, and a good example of where
the Danish Council on Corporate Social Responsibility can assist.

The council contributed actively to the Danish National Action Plan on the

implementation of the UN Guiding principles on business and human rights
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2b. Content

The National Action Plan is structured around the three pillars of the UN Guiding
Principles, i.e.:

I. The state duty to protect human rights

II. The corporate responsibility to respect human rights

III.  Access to remedy

Each part summarises the guiding principles, present recommendations from the
Danish Council for CSR, provides an overview of initiatives which has been implemented
and initiatives which are planned. An annex in the end of the publications includes a
schematic overview of the Danish implementation of the UN Guiding Principles.

Let me give a few examples of initiatives from the Action Plan:

With the Action Plan, the Danish government has set out very clear expectations to
Danish businesses. They must take responsibility — especially when they are operating
in developing countries where there can be increased risks of having an adverse impact
on human rights. The government has launched an information campaign, offered CSR
courses and workshops, and in many countries the Danish Embassy can advise Danish
businesses and their local partners on how they should handle CSR challenges.

But communicating high expectations and offering assistance is not enough. That is
why the government also has decided to strengthen legal reporting requirements. Large
companies — including all state-owned companies and institutional investors in
Denmark are now required to report on their CSR work, This is a requirement
established by law, The businesses are still free to decide whether or not they wish to
have a CSR policy. But the fact that they must take a position in their annual reports has
proved very successful — we have seen more companies prioritize CSR efforts,

Another area that has been prioritized by the Danish government is the protection of

human rights through state regulation and policy, In Denmark all new legislation is

|G} QI Z7IRIFFMIIZAZNAP) sHelA| <« b



=
o
=]
@
=
2
=
@
E
=
=

systematically evaluated in terms of human rights consequences by the Ministry of
Justice, Denmark has signed and ratified many legal instruments which belong to
various organs, especially the United Nations, the European Union and the Council of
Europe. General Danish law contributes to fulfilling Denmark’s duties in this regard.

Public procurement is another area of interest, The Danish Government has
published a set of guidelines for responsible procurement in the public sector in
collaboration with municipalities and other relevant parties.

As a final example, I would like to highlight the establishment by law of a Mediation
and Complaints-Handling Institution for Responsible Business Conduct in 2012, The
institution consists of 5 members recommended by the Confederation of Danish
Industries, the Danish Confederation of Trade Unions and the 92 group, which is an
association of 23 NGO's, The purpose of the institution is to investigate cases involving
potential adverse impacts by Danish companies on international CSR guidelines. The
institution bases its assessments on the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises.
It focuses on mediation to solve complaints, but if mediation is not possible, it can
initiate an investigation and based on the result make a public statement. The institution
can examine complaints involving various actors, including private companies, public
institutions, and NGO's, It can also take up cases on its own initiative,

These were a few examples, but there are many more initiatives listed in the Danish
Action Plan for the Implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and

Human Rights, All information is available online,

2c¢. Process - how did we get here and what happens next?

The question now is how did we get here? The Action Plan was presented last year by
the Danish Minister for Business and Growth and the Minister for Trade and Development
Cooperation, The actual drafting of the plan was based on broad consultations within the

governmental institutions, but just as importantly consultations with the business
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community, NGO's and other relevant stakeholders, Not least the Danish Institute for
Human Rights, which is an independent state-funded institution, played an important
role, The institute spurs change on the ground by promoting and protecting human
rights both in Denmark and abroad. Close cooperation has proved very valuable to
both the Institute and the Government. In general, we consider ownership among the
stakeholders key to successful implementation of the Action Plan,

What will be the next step? The Action Plan is still a relatively new tool and we do not
have a formal assessment of all initiatives, But what we can conclude so far is that the
plan has been very positively received by the different stakeholders, It is a useful tool.
This does not mean that we can rest on our laurels, We will continue to update the

Danish priorities — there is always more we can do.

3. Advice for countries seeking to develop their own national action
plans

In terms of advice for countries seeking to develop their own National Action Plans
for the implementation of the UN Guiding Principles on Business and Human rights,
there is now quite a lot of practice to learn from, Several countries have made
information available online, For example, the Danish Institute for Human Rights
provides access to an English toolkit with guidelines on how to make a National Action
Plan. There is no excuse not to move forward, The tools are there, and what we need
now is political will and active involvement of all stakeholders. The simple fact that we

are here today makes me very optimistic,
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I Ms. Linda Backteman (358t AQIEICHARZ ZEAREH

Business and respect for human rights go hand in hand and should be part of an
active corporate social responsibility policy. Corporate social responsibility therefore
plays an important role in both trade policy and export promotion,

Sweden are now developing a more ambitious policy for corporate social responsibility
while working on an export strategy to strengthen export and internationalisation
opportunities for Swedish companies in important growth markets around the world.,
Our export strategy will help to ensure that Sweden has the lowest unemployment rate
in the EU by 2020,

The Swedish Government welcomes that the UN Guiding Principles on Business and
Human Rights has been adopted. It is a global standard that promotes business respect
for human rights, This represents an important first step that all actors have a
responsibility to build on, This applies to states, businesses, investors, trade unions,
civil society and other relevant stakeholders,

Sweden has recently, among the first countries in the world, launched a national
action plan for implementing the UN Guiding Principles. Its aim is to support Swedish
businesses in transforming the UN Guiding Principles into concrete action, The plan
sends a clear message about the Swedish Government’s expectations of modern
business: successful and competitive companies of the future are those that make
human rights and corporate social responsibility part of their core business, Consumers,
investors and other stakeholders expect this,

Many Swedish companies are already actively integrating sustainability, including

7|%0} QI Z7IRIFFMTIZAZNAP) sHelAl| <« 9
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respect for human rights, into their operations. There are numerous examples of the
positive contribution they make to enhancing sustainable social development, The
Swedish Government would like to urge and encourage all Swedish companies to use
the international guidelines as a basis for their operations and to set a good example
both at home and abroad.

In addition, the Swedish Government also will urge and encourage other countries to
likewise adopt national action plans so that respect for human rights and corporate
social responsibility can be strengthened around the world.

Sustainable growth will benefit all of us.
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